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Abbott, Riley Keough.Today, Gavin McInnes is a pretty obscure figure in the world of trollish media. Much like Dennis Miller
and his TV show last week, he has faded, and is the butt of jokes that used to be the butt of good jokes. Unfortunately, that
change is not due to his own efforts; it is because his company, The Proud Boys, is so openly pugnacious and bigoted that once a
word said about them, somehow they got branded a "hate group" and that turned them into a punching bag for leftist and
mainstream media to pound on. Even worse, The Daily Beast has taken to publishing pieces critical of the Proud Boys while also
endorsing and implicitly partnering with them, in the form of its new franchise "The Rebel" (that is the Proud Boys redolent of
The Onion and The Daily Caller). This franchise is meant to position the right side of the political spectrum, rather than the
legitimate and articulated left, as the bad guys. Gavin McInnes and the rest of the Proud Boys are not just disgruntled grown
men but fresh blood from the New Right. When Robert Spencer became the center of the nonprofit National Policy Institute, he
turned from writing to organizing with a group of younger men. They are the kind of bros you might meet at a bar and talk
about how the SJW left is ruining everything in America. A lot of these guys were also interested in neo-Nazi and white
nationalist ideas, the kind of stuff that used to appear in The Occidental Observer before being essentially hijacked by Gavin
McInnes' publication. The point is that McInnes was not the first person to publish a silly, right-wing podcast or website, but he
was among the first to embrace so many of the views of these guys, to the point where he literally founded what the New York
Times described as a "clandestine men's club for brawling neo-Nazis and white supremacists." The Proud Boys have been hated
by the left for months and their media stories have done little to legitimize them. Fox News's Joe Waz, who has engaged in
public debates with McInnes, said a week ago "I don’t see them as a significant cultural force, I don’t believe the media gives
them that much credence." Even Vox has 3e33713323
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