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Djilas, who was in his late
fifties at this time, spent the
rest of his life trying to
escape the era of war in his
native country. So his
speeches were littered with
references to the youth, the
futility of war, and how
communism would finally
put an end to those things.
The new socialism was also
supposed to be a children's
paradise. There would be no
more hunger, poverty, crime,
or unemployment. In fact,
everything about the new
order was more than good
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enough for grown-ups to
want for themselves. The old
narrow interests of class had
been replaced by the broader
dimensions of nation and
race. Yugoslavia's ethnic
diversity now meant that
everyone was supposed to
get along. The state media
began promoting the notion
of a family "for all children,
all over the world."
Advertisements for "socialist
houses" promised a life of
great warmth and security
for the world's children.
Schooling was offered in a
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variety of interesting and
practical programs. The
government even took it
upon itself to adopt the
world's children. The "Iron
curtain" has never been so
far away. Schools of art,
science and philosophy were
built, along with many
libraries. Like the world's
workers, the children had an
exciting work day of eight
hours. They would have a
well-paid holiday at the end
of the week. And they would
all be fed well too. The bestknown of the benefits of
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socialism was the
"Motherland's hospital." The
new system was designed to
be like the human body. You
are born with a heart,
stomach, and lungs, and so
you are given a family, a
school, a free hospital, and a
free car. But the market has
no place in the new socialist
society, as Dr. Pavlov put it.
If there is a market, you can
never have full security for
your children. And the
government will never have
full control of you. The
Soviets actually advertised
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this security by promising
that the state would give
mothers free maternity
benefits, and would offer
them free medical care for
their babies. I have had to
begin to raise again and
again the old issue of the
family, which is in the center
of any understanding of the
happiness of people and of
the liberation of the masses.
I have written about it,
especially about the
problems of education and
production, and the necessity
of a firm system of work for
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women. The woman's world
must be closely bound to the
child, both in joy and
suffering, in happiness and
in sorrow. The socialist state
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